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The sea that sparkled florescent green in some bays of the island, La
Isla del Encanto, and its glowing marine life was breathtaking. The
Borinqueños’ hospitality was comforting. But for one author, teacher,
and former nun visiting the island of Puerto Rico for the first time - with
little knowledge of the culture, political system or language - home-
sickness, loneliness and frustration were more often her companions.

At age 36, Dr. Mary Hilaire Tavenner, of Lorain, with an Irish and
French background, went to Puerto Rico to teach junior high students
English as part of her convent requirements. She only had a few weeks
prior notice and did not have time to prepare. She had little confidence
in her Spanish skills.

But the trip would be a blessing in disguise.  It would pave the way
for her future profession, and help her better relate to the people she
greatly helps today: the immigrants.

“I was in Puerto Rico for three months [during my first visit], and I
missed America,” Tavenner said “It gave me a huge respect for what
immigrants go through.”

Today, Dr. Tavenner teaches English as a Second Language classes
to Latinos and other immigrants, and has written and published books
about her experiences in two Latino countries.

To date, she has written and published 8 books, including “Memoirs
of a Writer in Perú” detailing her experiences there, and is currently
chronicling her experiences in Puerto Rico in her ninth book to be
called “Memoirs of a Writer in Puerto Rico.” She hopes to complete
it by Easter, 2010. She said her goal is to write 30 books in her lifetime.

One Lorain woman traveled to Puerto
Rico and Perú: She continues to help
the Latino community through her
books and teachings
By Ingrid Marie Rivera, La Prensa Correspondent

Detroit Experiences: Robert
Frank Photographs, 1955 show-
cases more than 50 rare and many
never-before-seen black-and-
white photographs taken in De-
troit by legendary artist Robert
Frank. The exhibition will be on
view at the Detroit Institute of
Arts (DIA) March 3–July 4, 2010.
The exhibition is free with mu-
seum admission.
 
In 1955 and 1956 Robert Frank
traveled the U.S. taking photo-
graphs for his groundbreaking
book The Americans, published
in 1958. With funding from a
Guggenheim grant, he set out to
create a large visual record of the
United States, and Detroit was
one of his early stops.

Inspired by autoworkers, the cars
they made, along with local lunch
counters, drive-in movies and
public parks such as Belle Isle,
Frank transformed everyday ex-
periences of Detroiters into an
extraordinary visual statement
about American life.
 
According to Frank, The Ameri-
cans included “things that are
there, anywhere, and
everywhere…a town at night, a
parking lot, the man who owns
three cars and the man who owns
none…the dream of grandeur, ad-
vertising, neon lights…gas tanks,
post offices and backyards….”

Frank was drawn to Detroit partly
by a personal fascination with the
automobile, but also saw its pres-
ence and effect on U.S.-American
culture as essential to his series.
Frank was one of the few photog-
raphers allowed to take photo-
graphs at the famous Ford Motor
Company River Rouge factory,
where he was amazed to witness
the transformation of raw materi-
als into fully assembled cars.
Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for
seniors, $4 for ages 6-17, and free
for DIA members. For membership
information call 313-833-7971.

 

DIA looks at
1950s Detroit
through the eyes
of photographer
Robert Frank
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STATEMENT ON LA PRENSA READERSHIP

La Prensa has been publishing since 1989 and prints
12,000 issues of its weekly, bilingual issue as can be
verified by calling our printer Michigan Web Press of
Davisburg MI at 1.248.620.2990. In addition, Mid-month,
La Prensa is part of the monthly publication Lazo Cul-
tural, which prints 10,000. La Prensa has a 92% pick
up rate with a readership multiple of 3.6, yielding in a
total weekly readership figure of 63,680, including
14,000 weekly visits at www.laprensa1.com.

Now, Tavenner, 61, who has a doctorate in Education, in reading and language arts from
the University of South Florida, is fluent in Spanish, and has made it her priority to teach
immigrants the English language.

Dr. Tavenner,  said education is the key to success and learning the English language
is the first stepping stone to that success. “I was so overwhelmed [when first sent to
Puerto Rico in 1985] Tavenner said “I don’t want (immigrants arriving in the United
States) to go through what I experienced,” she said.

Through Lorain County Community College’s Adult Basic and Literacy Education
(ABLE) program, she teaches English as a Second Language in Lorain’s Vine of Hope,
through the Pass it On Outreach Ministry at 1310 Colorado Avenue and in Elyria’s
Employment Network near the Lorain County Job and Family Services, located at 42495
North Ridge Road. The classes will begin Jan. 11, 2010 and are free of charge.

Eligible students are 18 years and older, and must have their native language be one
other than English. She said she currently has 50 students signed up for her classes,
with 25 attending regularly. Though her students are predominately from a Latino,
especially Puerto Rican background, she also has students from Asia and the Middle
East.

“What I love about my students is it’s so enriching to enter into these cultures,”
Tavenner said “They are so desirous to belong, to understand. People come here with
a dream for a better life.We try to facilitate their transition.”

But Dr. Tavenner who’s been involved with the program for six years, said English is
not the only thing she’s teaching her students. “We try to teach them about our culture,
the money system. We ultimately want to get them to college, to trade school or
employment. Many students go off to college and it’s nice to see the process,” she said.

Dr. Tavenner joined the convent at the age of 17 and confessed that being forced to
travel to Puerto Rico with little preparation of the language and culture was what
ultimately made her decide to end her 20-year career as a Franciscan sister in a convent
in Syracuse, N.Y. She gave English as a Second Language courses in Florida for nearly
a decade before moving back to Lorain where she would begin her writing career.

She now has fallen in love with the island of Puerto Rico and calls it “an enriched island,
so blessed, it was kissed by God.”

Memoirs of a Writer in Puerto Rico
In the commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Tavenner was able to visit many of the larger
towns including San Juan, Ponce, Mayagüez, and Caguas, and the tropical rainforest.
The Island, about 100 miles long and 35 miles wide, is home to roughly 4 million people,
plus an additional 3.5 to 4 million Puerto Ricans have migrated to the United States.
The city in the United States with the highest concentration of Puerto Ricans, in
comparison to its total population size, is not in New York or Florida but is in Ohio, in
the city of Lorain, Dr. Tavenner said.

She said she was amazed to find racism appeared to not exist in Puerto Rico.
“The warmth of the people was so wonderful; I experienced incredible hospitality,” Dr.
Tavenner said. “There’s no difference made because of the color your skin. Perhaps
because they know they can find a dark-skinned person and a light-skinned person
within their own family. I wanted to bring that back to the United States with me,” she
said. Dr. Tavenner said she loved the Christmas celebrations, and the rich ancient
history of the island.

The biggest issues she encountered were drugs and crime usually strengthened by the
overpopulation.  One of her favorite natural riches of the island was the bioluminescent
waters in Bio Florescent Bay, near Fajardo. This natural beauty is caused when
dinoflagellates, one-celled wonders, display an unusual defense mechanism of light
when disturbed. There are just five places in the world where bioluminescent dinos can
reliably be seen - Puerto Rico has three of those.

Memoirs of a Writer In Perú
She decided to visit Perú in 2002, long after leaving the convent, but this time, she
would prepare in the new country’s language, culture, and history. This time, she

would be a tourist and not an English teacher. She was amazed with the country’s
rich, natural and ancient history.

One of her favorite sites was the famous Machu Pichu, also called “The Lost City of
the Incas,” a pre-Columbian abandoned by the Incas Indians and located at 12,000
feet above sea level. Dr. Tavenner said she could compare it to England’s StoneHenge:
a place filled with huge stones that had a mystical or spiritual feel. She also toured the
oldest inhabited city of the new world, Cuzco, and was treated to the country’s fine
dining of guinea pig.

But perhaps most daring of all her experiences in Perú was spending three days in a
jungle on the Amazon River Basin. “There were just solid trees; we would literally cut
vines to get through the jungles,” Dr. Tavenner said “The spiders were way big. The
bats would fly in at night because one whole wall was missing. We were under nets
to stay away from the mosquitoes. There were monkeys chattering outside.”

About 15 others joined her there in what was also a research center.  “It was incredible
natural nature but it was too hot for me. I have no desire to return,” she laughed. She
said what most disturbed her about Perú was the poverty. “Lima is an international city
with nice housing but you also saw such incredible poverty,” Tavenner said “People
living in dirt shacks up in the mountains,” she said. But her traveling does not end with
these two countries.

Tavenner also wrote a book about her experiences in France and hopes to travel to
Spain and Ireland, though she plans to always return to her beloved Lorain. Dr.
Tavenner said she considers herself very blessed to have been able to perform her
greatest passions: teaching, writing, and thereby learning about the world. “I have
lived for the sheer joy of learning, of discovering, and God has provided,” she said.

The greatest joy is learning about the world from her students, she said.
“People often don’t understand immigrants and their language and their customs, and
they are afraid,” Dr. Tavenner said “But I’ve seen also an embrace and warm welcoming
in Lorain. I would hope that we  always extend a hand to those who come with their
dreams.”

For more information about the ABLE program and the ESOL classes, contact
them at (440) 366-4530. Or visit the web site: http://www.lorainccc.edu/
lccc+learning+centers/lccc+learning+center/able-ged+center.htm
To purchase Dr. Tavenner’s books and read free chapter excerpts visit her web site:
www.dutchink.com  Her books are also available at the Lorain Public Library.
Dr. Tavenner also has a Writer’s club titled “The International Writer’s Association.”
Their next meeting is Feb. 20, 2010 at noon within the Lorain Public Library, West Branch
at 351 Sixth Street, Lorain.

One Lorain woman traveled to Puerto Rico
and Perú
(Continued from Page LP1)
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Patrick Swayze

Jan. 8, 2010: In her weekly radio address, Governor Jennifer M. Granholm said this
was a landmark week for Michigan education with the signing of the Race to the Top
legislation and news about the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson
Michigan Teaching Fellowship.

“On Monday, I signed a five-bill legislative package that reforms Michigan’s
education system and allows the state to compete for up to $400 million in federal
Recovery Act funds for our schools through President Obama’s Race to the Top
initiative,” Granholm said. 

“I want to commend the legislature for its quick, bipartisan action on these reforms
which focus on how we can improve student academic progress.  We now will have
a system for measuring academic growth, and every single person in our education
system will be accountable for children’s academic progress.”

Also making news this week, the governor said, was an announcement Thursday
about the universities and school districts participating in the Michigan Teaching
Fellowship, created last fall when the W.K. Kellogg Foundation announced a $16.7
million grant to the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation.  Over a two-
year period, the fellowship will train 240 new math and science teachers who during
their first three years in the classroom will teach almost 90,000 students.

“The 240 new teachers will teach in the five school districts that serve the cities of
Detroit, Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, Kalamazoo and Benton Harbor,” Granholm
said.  “And the six universities selected to educate these new teachers are Eastern
Michigan, Grand Valley State, Michigan State, U-M, Wayne State, and Western
Michigan.”

“The W.K. Kellogg Woodrow Wilson fellowships, the Race to the Top initiative,
and our state education reforms are transformational for our students, teachers,
schools and universities,” Granholm said.  “All share a common goal: giving
children throughout Michigan the world-class education and skills they need to
compete in a global economy.”

The governor’s weekly radio address is released each Friday and may be heard on
broadcast stations across the state.  The address is available for download on the
governor’s Web site at www.michigan.gov/gov together with a clip of the quote
above.  The radio address also is available as a podcast on the Web site as well as
on iTunes and via RSS feed for general distribution to personal MP3 players and
home computers.  Links to the audio files and text of today’s address follow.

On the Internet: Full:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/gov/
Gov231Full_306695_7.mp3 
Edited:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/gov/Gov231Edit_306697_7.mp3
Quote:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/gov/Gov231Quote_306700_7.mp3

 

Granholm: A Landmark Week for
Education in Michigan

SAN SALVADOR, el 12 de enero del 2010 (AP): Delegados de Estados Unidos y El
Salvador discutirán el miércoles medidas alternativas a la detención de
indocumentados salvadoreños en ciudades estadounidenses, agilización de su
deportación y la inserción laboral en su país.

El encuentro será encabezado por Alonzo Peña, subsecretario adjunto de
operaciones del Servicio de Inmigración y Control de Aduanas de los Estados
Unidos (ICE por sus siglas en inglés) y Juan José García, viceministro para
salvadoreños en el exterior.

“Lo que nosotros estamos tratando de hacer es trabajar de manera más apropiada,
más rápida y más humana para el trato de estas personas”, explicó Peña el martes
por medio de un traductor en rueda de prensa.

Agregó que su país revisa “los modelos de detención y estamos viendo cómo
poder estudiar que ésta detención de inmigrantes sea de una manera civil y no de
una manera en un centro de detención o un modelo parecido a una prisión”.

El funcionario agregó que se discutirá “la remoción de los salvadoreños que están
en los centros de detención sea de la manera más rápida”.

El acuerdo fue alcanzado tras un encuentro entre la secretaria de Estado Hillary
Clinton y el canciller salvadoreño Hugo Martínez realizado en diciembre en Wash-
ington, según la cancillería salvadoreña.

Peña y García llegaron el mediodía del martes en un vuelo fletado por el gobierno
estadounidense que repatrió a 120 inmigrantes desde el centro de detención de
Willacy, en Texas.

Al menos 412 salvadoreños han sido deportados desde Estados Unidos en enero.
En el 2009 fueron deportados 19,175, según cifras oficiales.

Unos 2,5 millones de salvadoreños viven en Estados Unidos, incluidos más de
200.000 amparados por un programa migratorio temporal que les autoriza a residir y
trabajar.

Según el Banco Central de Reserva de El Salvador, las remesas desde los Estados
Unidos sumaron 3.464,9 millones de dólares en el 2009, una cifra menor a los 3.787,7
millones captados en el 2008.

EEUU y El Salvador analizarán tema
indocumentados
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